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THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST MOVEMENT 
IN GERMANY 


Address given at the Institute on November 11th, 1930 


By HERR WOLF von DEWALL, Political Editor of the Frankfürter 
Zeitung 


Mr. J. A. Hopson in the Chair. 


THE CHAIRMAN, in opening the meeting, said that the Day of 
Remembrance brought mingled feelings to the minds of most people, 
feelings of sorrow and pride, and he hoped also of humility: sorrow 
and pride for those who sacrificed their lives in the cause of their 
country; humility, he would even say humiliation, among those who 
survived that they witnessed no serious endeavour to fulfil the hopes 
and promises held out to those who sacrificed their lives. What had 
become of the war to end war, of the war to make the world safe for 
democracy? Nobody used those phrases; they had lost their signi- 
ficance. Could one believe that the world was even moderately safe 
from a war in the nearfuture? Could one believe that the world was 
safe for any form of stable government? As one surveyed mankind 
from China to Peru one saw everywhere outbursts of violence, disorder 
and misery. Probably at no time in human history had there been 
so many areas of trouble and disorder about the world as could be found 
at the present time. 

The causes of this were a wider subject than he intended to enter 
upon in his introductory words, but one of the most predominant was 
the fact that the War had left behind its poison of inflamed nationalism. 
This nationalism had put up barriers against humanity—barriers both 
political, economic and moral. By a natural transition this brought 
one to the subject of Herr von Dewall’s address. Herr von Dewall 
was going to explain the meaning of what appeared an extremely 
strange development, the success in the general election in Germany 
of the party called the National Socialists. They hoped to hear how 
far the party was distinctively nationalist, and how far it was socialist. 


HERR VON DEWALL: The success obtained by the National 
Socialists in September of this year has astounded Germany and 
alarmed the world. An increase of seats from 12 to 107, and of 
votes from 800,000 to almost six million and a half, may indeed 
be called a startling success. It indicates a considerable growth of 
nationalist feeling in Germany, but, on the other hand, it must be 
remembered that at the May elections of 1924 the total Nationalist 
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vote—that is to say, the Deutsche National and the National- 
Socialist vote together—amounted to 131 seats, as compared with 
148 seats at the moment. Taken alone, these figures would seem to 
indicate a gradual decline of Germany to extreme nationalism. 
This is not the case, however, for between 1924 and 1930 Germany 
had two elections, and in the last Reichstag the total number of 
seats of the Nationalists was only 85. As in other countries, there- 
fore, it would seem that modern Germany is subject to an ebb and 
flow in nationalistic sentiment. The present wave of nationalism 
is undoubtedly serious, but what may perhaps be considered more 
serious is the catastrophic disintegration of the bourgeois parties. 
To this I intend to refer at the end of my talk. Let me now try 
to explain the origin, history and programme of the followers of 
Adolf Hitler, who, of course, seek to exploit to the utmost the 
débacle which has overtaken the middle-class parties. 

If I were asked to define in a few words the essence of Hitler- 
ism, I should describe it as the counter-poison to the spirit of 
revolution and national defeat which developed owing to the 
general disappointment of Germany in her relations with the victor 
nations, and which attained tremendous proportions owing to the 
disruption of the economic and social life of the country, beginning 
at the time of the inflation. 

Adolf Hitler, now forty-one years of age, was born in Austria, 
the son of a petty official. His ambition as a youth was to 
become an artist. In this he was disappointed, and he eventually 
became a draughtsman in an architect’s office in Vienna. There 
he got into touch with Labour circles, but, owing to the fact that 
he was not himself a Socialist, he was prevented from obtaining 
further work, and lived in great poverty for a number of years; 
from this period undoubtedly dates his anti-Marxist sentiment. 
In Vienna he also came into contact with many Galician Jews, 
who are perhaps not the best representatives of their creed and 
race. Hitler served throughout the World War in the German 
Army, and was wounded several times. After the War he became 
political propaganda officer in the Reichswehr at Munich. At this 
time Bavaria was under the Eisner régime, which, as you will 
remember, was almost communistic, and which gave place to a 
purely communistic government ; many of the men in power 
were Jewish intelligentsia (Kaffeehausliteraten !), another cause of 
Hitler’s anti-Semitism. In his capacity of propaganda officer 
Hitler made the acquaintance of Gottfried Feder, an engineer, 
who is now the chief economist of the party. Inspired by a 
speech of Feder’s in which the latter developed his economic 
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programme, Hitler became a member of the Deutsche Arbeiter 
Partei, which up to that time possessed only six members. He 
soon became leader of the party, whose membership rapidly 
increased, and which he re-christened the National Socialist 
Party. Under its new name the party grew in co-operation with 
the Einwohnerwehr and other nationalistic organisations which 
naturally followed upon the fall of the Communist régime in 
Bavaria; but its activities were limited to Bavaria until, in 1923, 
the invasion of the Ruhr provided the basic ultra-nationalistic 
sentiment which enabled the Party to get a footing in the entire 
Reich. Whereas the Central Government of that day, and the 
parties supporting it, were promoting a policy of passive resistance 
to the invasion, Hitler advocated a policy of active resistance, and 
many of the acts of sabotage at that time were committed by 
Hitler’s enthusiastic young followers. When Germany had to 
capitulate to Poincaré and seemed to be exposed to a further 
policy of repression, Hitler thought that his hour had arrived. 
He therefore made the attempted Putsch at Munich on the oth 
November, 1923, which, in co-operation with Ludendorff, was to 
have been the preludetoamarchon Berlin. The Putsch, however, 
failed, and Hitler was condemned to serve a sentence in a fortress. 
This enforced absence of the leader led to a temporary collapse 
of the party, and, whereas at the May elections of 1924 they 
obtained 36 seats in the Reichstag, in the December elections of 
the same year they got only 14. During his imprisonment Hitler 
wrote the book which is now so well known in Germany, called 
“My Struggle” (Mein Kampf); like all National Socialist 
literature, the book is superficial in character, but is designed to 
appeal to all those who think they are oppressed. During this 
same period of enforced leisure Hitler also decided upon the 
complete reorganisation of his party, and this he began to under- 
take immediately upon his release in the spring of 1925. The 
chief lesson which the failure of his Putsch had taught him was 
that his party must not openly run counter to public law. 

Under the present organisation of the party there are three 
ranks of membership, namely, the ordinary members who pay a 
membership subscription of about a mark a month, the members 
of the Shock Troop Brigade (the S.A. men), and the Party Police 
(the S.S. men). The S.A. men undertake definite duties and may 
be paid for special work; they are employed to protect the party 
meetings and also to break up the meetings of other parties. These 
men are insured by the party against injuries, and at the beginning 
of 1929 there were as many as 42,000 men thus insured. The 
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present total of S.A. men is not known exactly, but is estimated 
at about 60,000. Many of these men are former army officers, 
but their numbers also include many students. They wear the 
Party uniform of a brown shirt with swastika badge in black on a 
red brassard. They are under the administration of party head- 
quarters at Munich, and I may add that they are mostly very 
enthusiastic young men. The S.S. men, on the other hand, whom 
I called the Party Police, are an even more carefully selected 
group, numbering only a few hundred men. They are the G.P.U. 
of the party, and would carry out any orders they might receive 
from their leaders, for whose personal protection they are often 
employed. They wear black shirts with a skull as badge. 

Knowing the dissatisfaction of young Germany with present 
conditions inside the Reich, Hitler attaches great importance to 
the party contacts with the younger generation. We realise how 
important this may be when we remember that 25 per cent. of the 
German electorate has only reached voting age since the end of the 
War. The Hitlerites have organised in all the universities 
Studentenbiinde, or groups of undergraduates, and university 
elections during the last few years have shown that the influence 
gained by Hitler in the universities has increased enormously. 
Ex-pupils of the Volksschule, young people of fourteen to eighteen 
years of age, are organised as “ Hitler Youth ” (Hitler Jugend), 
and latterly Hitler has even tried to obtain a footing among the 
small school children themselves by means of the Schiilerbiinde. 
The appeal of these latter groups to the less highly educated is by 
means of the brown shirt uniform, sports organisations, etc. I 
should here explain that the old Youth Movement of Germany, 
whose members have now entered professional life, no longer 
exists. The new youth of Germany has been thoroughly corrupted 
by party strife. 

The formation of “ cells ’’ on the Communist model is one of 
the tactical methods of the Party; every S.A. man assumes the 
duty of creating a cell in his own factory or other working place. 
They also have to organise Stvassenzellen, or cells covering the 
urban districts in which they live. A bid for the working-class 
vote has been made by the establishment of their own Labour 
Exchanges, but the creation of cell systems, especially in Labour 
unions, is, of course, of great importance. In general one may say 
that the success of the Hitlerites in Labour circles has not been 
very great, in spite of the fact that the full title of the party is 
“ National-Socialist German Workers’ Party.” However, some 
success has already been obtained in these circles locally—in 
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Perlin, for instance, where ten so-called rings have been created, 
and in the Erzgebirge. 

In his instructions to his followers, Hitler has announced as 
his opinion that personality is more important for purposes of 
agitation than the written word. This explains the amount of 
time given to meetings and the fact of the establishment of a 
school of oratory at Herrsching, near Munich. Each of the 
thirty districts into which the Reich has been divided for their 
party purposes now possesses some half-dozen well-trained 
speakers. In addition to this, school-teaching members of the 
party have been grouped into a special union for the purpose of 
co-ordinating their ideas as regards the influencing of the children 
in their charge. As to the influencing of the women’s vote, 
Hitler has created a group of German Women of the Red Swastika. 
At the time of the Leipzig trial, attention both at home and 
abroad was much concerned with the possibility of the contamina- 
tion of the Reichswehr by means of the cell system. It seems, 
however, that the young officers concerned were over-zealous, and 
that the real policy of the party is to establish friendly relations 
with the police and the army by means of personal contact and 
the distribution of their literature. There can be no doubt that 
many of the younger officers are, from patriotic motives, personally 
in sympathy with the aims of the party. 

Although stress is laid on the power of the spoken word, it 
goes without saying that propaganda literature is not neglected ; 
the party owns and runs a growing number of daily newspapers 
and an illustrated weekly. Its central organ, the Vdlkische 
Beobachter of Munich, at present has a circulation of more than 
165,000, a figure which not only compares well with the circulation 
of the older German papers, but which also places it among the 
most successful. 

So much for the organisation of the party. Let me now 
explain its programme. In the preamble it is declared that the 
object of the party is the “ re-creation of our nation in the racial, 
political, economic and cultural sense ’’—“‘ our struggle is devoted 
to the deliverance of our people.” The programme consists of 
twenty-five points; it was adopted by a party meeting as early 
as the 25th February, 1920, and later on announced by Hitler to 
be unchangeable. Its author is Gottfried Feder. 


Point I demands that all people of German race shall be united by 
the right of self-determination in one Great-Germany. 
Point II demands equal rights for the German people in their 
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relations with other States; it also demands the cancellation of the 
Peace Treaties of Versailles and St. Germain. 

Point III demands sufficient land and territory (colonies) for the 
nourishment of our people and for the settlement of the surplus 
population. 

Points IV to X deal with the German citizen. Only those of German 
blood can be German citizens, therefore no Jew can be a citizen; those 
who are not entitled to citizenship may live in Germany under regula- 
tions for aliens. German citizens alone may hold public office. The 
State shall be held responsible for safeguarding the means of existence 
of the population ; in the event of the country being unable to maintain 
the whole population, aliens (non-citizens) shall be deported. Any 
further immigration of non-Germans is to be forbidden, and all non- 
Germans who immigrated since the znd August, 1914, are to be com- 
pelled to leave the country forthwith. All citizens enjoy equal rights 
and equal duties, and the first duty of every citizen is to do constructive 
work. This latter stipulation connects up with the economic part of 
the programme, which in Point XI demands the abolition of unearned 
incomes. 

The next points are devoted to the abolition of what they term 
“the tyranny of interest’ (Zinsknechtschaft). All private fortunes 
made in the last War shall be confiscated; all trusts are to be taken 
over by the Government; and all business concerns shall institute 
profit-sharing schemes. All department stores shall be taken over by 
the municipalities and shall be rented to small retailers, and both the 
State and the municipalities shall give the strictest preference in their 
own buying to the small retailer. Agrarian reform shall be instituted 
and a law be enacted for the confiscation of land (the vagueness of this 
term having roused the opposition of the peasants, Hitler later explained 
that only land owned by usurers is meant), abolition of the rent system 
and prohibition of speculation in land values. Those guilty of crimes 
against the welfare of the nation, such as usurers, profiteers, etc., are 
to be condemned to death. The materialistic world order of Roman 
Law shall be replaced by a German Common Law. Every intelligent 
and diligent young German must be given the chance of higher educa- 
tion, if necessary at the expense of the State. The State shall foster 
the health of the community by protecting the health of mothers and 
young children; by prohibition of child labour; and by enacting a law 
rendering obligatory gymnastics and sports. 

Point XXII requires the abolition of the present professional army 
and the substitution of a Citizen Army. 

Point XXIII deals with the Press, regulating that all editors and 
contributors to German papers must be of German race. It shall be 
prohibited by law that any alien shall possess shares in a German 
newspaper or other means of influencing their policy. Infraction of 
this law shall be punished by the suppression of the newspaper con- 
cerned and the expulsion of the aliens. Newspapers which offend 
against the public welfare shall be suppressed, and all tendencies in 
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art or literature which exercise a destructive influence are to be com- 
batted by law. 

Point XXIV lays down that there shall be freedom of religion in so 
far as the religions do not endanger the moral feelings of the Germanic 
race, and declares that the party combats the Jewish materialistic 
spirit within and without us (whatever that may mean !), and maintains 
that the permanent rehabilitation of our nation can only be attained 
from within on the basis of community interest before selfish interest. 

Point XXV concludes the programme with the demand for a 
strong Central Government of the Reich and for the unrestricted 
authority of the political central Parliament over the whole Reich; 
and, for the States, the creation of Chambers organised according to 
professions. The leaders of the party promise—these are the final 
words—that they will, if necessary, sacrifice their lives for the intro- 
duction of this programme. 


That much in this programme may appeal to the superficially 
minded and the politically ignorant is evident. It is intentionally 
ambiguous in order to permit the agitators to adapt their argu- 
ments to their audience; this they do with considerable ability 
and without the smallest regard for scruples. I would remind 
you that this programme dates from 1920, and that therefore 
certain party aims of to-day are not to be found in it. The 
party is to-day, of course, strictly Fascist and republican, whereas 
in Bavaria in 1920 there was still a strong sentiment in favour of 
the restoration of Rupprecht. In one of their leaflets it is 
explained that their struggle is directed against Marxism, is anti- 
parliamentarian and anti-mammonistic. The abolition of “ the 
tyranny of interest” and the principle of community before 
selfish interest are said to be the corner-stones of their gospel. 

In some of his leaflets Feder pretends to explain exactly what 
he means by “ the tyranny of interest,” but the phrase remains 
still as ambiguous as ever. In his pamphlet Der deutsche Staat, 
for example, he says that the State and the nation should be freed 
from the obligation to pay interest on the loans of high finance, 
and he suggests that the Reichsbank and the central banks should 
be nationalised. He also proposes that the financing of all public 
works shall be undertaken not by the issue of loans, but by the 
issue of treasury bonds without interest. He further proposes 
the establishment of an economic bank for the issue of loans 
without interest. In regard to taxation, he promises the abolition 
of indirect taxes and, in general, a more equitable system. Of 
Feder’s programme, which I may remind you is the official 
programme of the party, more than 80,000 copies have been sold. 
In the activities of the party the written programme, however, 
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plays a less important part than the agitation itself. Their 
system of organised agitation is, indeed, of considerable interest. 

In his personal directions to his followers, Hitler has required 
them to appeal rather to the heart than to the head of their 
audiences; they must run down everything connected with the 
present order in the Reich, and promise an entirely new order of 
things, a new Reich, the “ Third Reich.” His well-trained and 
enthusiastic speakers obey these instructions to the letter; the 
S.A. men distributed amongst the crowd applaud or interrupt, 
according to instructions, at the mention of a given phrase, and 
thus great mass meetings are roused to fury or to fits of enthusiasm 
as the occasion demands. Mass suggestion is, indeed, their chief 
weapon, and the Nazi orators appear to their naive audiences 
in the rôle of romantic deliverers. This appeal is particularly 
effective when the audience contains a large percentage of women, 
many of them young, or suffering acutely from the effects of 
the economic crisis. After the re-organisation of the party by 
Hitler, a system of concentrated propaganda was inaugurated 
and a regular barrage of agitation trained upon chosen districts; 
meeting followed meeting, with repeated processions and all the 
paraphernalia of electioneering campaigns: later they became 
strong enough to maintain a permanent campaign on the whole 
front. They themselves claim that in 1928 more than 20,000 mass 
meetings were held throughout the Reich, and that by the end of 
1929 the average number of meetings in all Germany totalled 
sixty per day. 

Such campaigns are, of course, very costly; according to 
official estimates the Nazis spent, during the last General Election, 
sixteen million marks. How are these enormous sums raised ? 
I must warn you that on this subject there are many rumours in 
circulation in Germany—for instance, to the effect that the party 
is being subsidised by Mussolini. The Italian Dictator is, of 
course, the idol of all good Nazis, and if their party ever came to 
power they would seek at once an alliance with Italy; but, in 
spite of the fact that the Hitlerites have very vigilant opponents 
in Germany, it has never been proved that money has really 
been received from Italy. It appears that in 1923 they were 
successful in raising comparatively small sums in Switzerland, 
because at that time, as a consequence of inflation, Germany was 
threatened with chaos which, it was feared, might spread to 
Germany’s neighbours. This, I venture to say, is one more small 
instance of the fatuous policy of all Germany’s neighbours during 
the five years which succeeded the War; too often the tendency 
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was to assist the worst enemies of both Germany and other 
nations by mistrusting the struggling new democratic and 
republican element. Another rumour has it that funds were 
supplied by Henry Ford for reasons of personal anti-Semitism, 
but this may almost certainly be considered a calumny against 
Ford. There ismuch talk in Germany that large sums have been 
supplied by German industrial leaders, but in this respect also 
we must be cautious. No doubt certain subventions have been 
paid by industry—for instance, by Kirdorf of the Ruhr and by 
certain industrialists in Saxony—but the bulk of the money spent 
by the party was certainly raised by the party itself, not only by 
means of ordinary subscriptions, but also by donations from 
wealthy members of the party and by the sale of tickets to its 
meetings. As regards this latter method, one must realise that 
men like Hitler, Goebbels, etc., have now acquired the fame, as 
well as the temperament, of operatic stars, and people in the 
larger cities are not only willing to pay the usual admission fee of 
one mark, but for better seats will even go as high as five, six or 
more marks. 

It may be asked how it is that in a great country like Germany 
propaganda so superficial and unscrupulous can have such success. 
It is an open question whether political hysteria is confined, in 
these days, to Germany; personally I think we have no monopoly 
of it. But I also venture to think that it is still little realised 
abroad that the present wave hits Germany after a decade of 
unprecedented difficulty and suffering. One must remember that 
practically every German knows what it is to be faced with 
starvation; that most of the youngsters in the Nazi army to-day 
were, at the time of the War, just hungry children. After the 
turmoil of the Revolution came the chaos of the inflation period, 
when all the middle class saw their savings vanish, and every 
working man found his wages had become valueless before even he 
had time to transform them into food. ‘Then followed the painful 
process of rationalisation, with the consequent closing down of 
factories and the discharge of thousands of employees. On top 
of this has come the world economic crisis, naturally more felt in 
Germany on account of her previous sufferings and rendered more 
acute by the necessity of the Reparation payments; and during 
all this period of internal distress the national feelings of the 
German people were harried by the oppression of the Occupation 
and, for a time, of the Ruhr invasion. I think it must be admitted 
that these factors taken together must provide a fertile soil for 
chauvinists. In other words, after generations of a paternalistic 
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social and political system, Germany has found herself forced 
through a course of parliamentarism which most other nations 
have taken incomparably longer to assimilate, and that, too, 
during a period of unprecedented domestic and external difficulties. 

It is true that we have lately had the evacuation of the Rhine- 
land, which should have been, and indeed was, considered by all 
sober-minded people as a great success for the Stresemann policy. 
Under normal conditions this would have been an encouragement 
to the German nation, but unfortunately it came too late, and, 
in addition, when it came it coincided with the world crisis; and 
the world crisis followed close upon the publication of the Young 
Plan, which the Hitlerites had strenuously opposed, predicting 
that its acceptance would throw Germany into economic chaos. 
Thusthey wereenabled to make capital of the world crisis insupport 
of their previous allegations, and those of us who had declared 
that the Young Plan would provide an impetus to economic 
recovery and permit the very necessary reduction of taxation 
were said to be wilful misleaders of the public; in fact, they style 
us “ Young criminals.” 

Practically every German citizen is suffering from the present 
economic crisis, and the Nazis promise help to everybody. To 
the millions of black-coated workers, to the artisans, to the small 
retailers and shopkeepers, to the petty officials, to struggling small 
industrialists and to the students of the universities faced by a glut 
in the professional labour market—to all they hold out the 
promise of a new heaven and a new earth. 

In the first part of my address I mentioned that the National- 
Socialist speakers were quick to adapt their arguments to the 
audience which they happened to be addressing. When they are 
speaking to the white-collar proletariat who view with envy the 
large salaries paid to their directors, they will talk of profit- 
sharing schemes; when it is the small shopkeepers to whom they 
are speaking, they exploit their fear of their big rivals, the depart- 
ment stores, and promise that the latter shall be taken over by the 
community and divided among the small retailers. Since the 
War the plight of agriculture in Germany has become increasingly 
serious, and the majority of farmers have been obliged to raise 
mortgages; the Nazi appeal to this class, therefore, is to talk about 
the tyranny of interest and to promise that a Nationalist-Socialist 
Government would educate the people to use chiefly German 
agrarian products. The universities are all overflowing with 
students, many of whom have no chance of finding employment 
in the profession they have chosen. To these young people the 


This content downloaded from 132.174.255.116 on Sun, 06 Dec 2015 14:39:13 UTC 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


I4 INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS [ JAN. 


Nazis say that this situation is only due to the fact that the 
present system is rotten and that the plums of office are to-day 
only given through parliamentary favouritism and influence. 
The same language is used to seduce the large army of petty 
officials. When it is the industrialists with whom they are 
dealing, they speak of the danger of Bolshevism; but, on the 
other hand, when addressing meetings with a large labour element, 
they use the ordinary Socialist arguments. When they are 
speaking to the remnants of those who were powerful in the old 
days and who now compose the large mass of dispossessed, such 
as the officer class, they lay the penury of their audience at the 
door of the new régime, declaring it to be the fault of democracy 
and the Treaty of Versailles. And wherever they speak and to 
whomever they speak they never cease to emphasise that Germany 
was dishonoured by the Peace Treaty, that she still suffers under 
the moral stigma of the war-guilt clauses, and that the German 
nation is enslaved for several generations by the crushing burden 
of reparations. You may well understand that this argument 
has its appeal to every section of the community. Throughout 
the country the National-Socialist campaign has really had the 
success indicated by the elections, and some agricultural districts 
are now completely dominated by the Nazis. 

In the election campaign they had several allies—for instance, 
and above all, the lack of co-ordination and absence of ideals 
among the old bourgeois parties which reduced them to impotence 
and inactivity. Another ally was the breakdown of the parlia- 
mentary system under the present method of representation; it 
was, indeed, sickening for all of us who cared about the welfare of 
the country to see the pettiness of party intrigue and bargaining 
whenever there was a Government crisis, or when any important 
decision had to be arrived at. Another source of general disgust 
ably exploited by the Nazis was the wave of municipal and other 
scandals which had come to light in Berlin and elsewhere, and 
many of which dated from the inflation period. The use made of 
the distress caused by the world crisis has already been referred to, 
and its importance cannot be exaggerated; the unemployment 
resulting from it was ascribed by the Nazis wholly to the Young 
Plan. 

In addition to this, perhaps their highest trump card was 
Germany’s position in the family of nations. Before I read you 
Hitler’s impressive election manifesto, I venture to ask you to try 
to hear it with the ears of a German who has lived through the 
last decade, who is not perhaps more politically informed than his 
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opposite number abroad, but to whom all the points mentioned 
are at least vivid memories. In his manifesto Hitler says— 


“ With lies the Revolution was inspired, with lies the Armistice 
was offered to us, with lies the necessity for surrendering the navy was 
foisted upon us, with lies Germany was induced to give her signature 
to the so-called Peace Treaty of Versailles, with lies our people were led 
into the Dawes Pact, with lies we were induced to sign Locarno and lies, 
lies and yet more lies have now given us the Young Plan. Germany 
has been doped with illusion after illusion, Spa, Brussels, Versailles, 
Geneva, Paris, London, Locarno, The League of Nations, and now the 
Young Plan—all were illusions, and under the curse of these illusions 
Germany has lost her freedom, she has lost her moral prestige and, 
having no longer any political honour, she has now even sacrificed her 
economic substance. Germany [cries Hitler] has dishonoured herself 
for the sake of these illusions, and the hatred of our enemies has even 
increased, whilst their greed remains as insatiable as ever.” 


Undoubtedly the economic and political situation of Germany 
helped the National-Socialists to their success, but it is also 
beyond dispute that this success would not have been so great 
but for the arguments which they were able to put forward with 
some show of reason against Germany’s foreign policy. 

It is difficult to say with anything like certainty from what 
section of the community Hitler received the bulk of his new 
votes, but it seems that the majority of these supporters are to be 
found in the small middle-class and among the younger generation. 
On the other hand, there can be no doubt that many voted 
last time for Hitler out of sheer disgust with the other parties and 
from a desire to register an opposition vote. 

What now of the future? What of the possible effects on 
Germany and the world at large of this startling phenomenon? 
One of the first questions which arise is whether Hitler is likely to 
try to grasp the reins of power by force. Personally I do not 
think so, for he must realise that a Putsch would again line up the 
Reichswehr and the police against him. If, however, the order of 
the State breaks down, which we trust is unlikely to happen, then 
Hitler might attempt to pose as the representative of law and 
order. There are to-day over three million unemployed in 
Germany; many fear that during the winter this number will 
considerably increase. We are sometimes apt to forget that 
people will not to-day consent to starve quietly as they did in the 
Middle Ages. Obviously the Government must then find means 
to feed the people. But this is not easy in view of the present 
financial plight of the German Reich. However, the more likely 
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danger which I see, speaking as a democrat, is that the Govern- 
ment, being unable to bring its own parties into association with 
the Social-Democrats, may be tempted to form an unholy alliance 
with the Nazis. One of the leaders of the National-Socialists has 
already laid down the terms on which they would insist, in return 
for support of the Government, and they include control of the 
Ministries of the Interior and of the Reichswehr. If that should 
happen, they would, of course, hold the power within the State; 
to what extent responsibility of office and the necessity of collabor- 
ation with other parties would tone down their programme would 
remain to be seen. At the moment, however, this eventuality 
does not seem probable, for the Osservatore Romano has declared 
that no good Catholic may become a member of the National- 
Socialist Party. As to whether their accession to power by this 
or other means could be construed as a danger to peace, I am myself 
emphatically of the opinion that it could not. The Nazis make all 
the use possible of arguments touching external policy and treat- 
ment, but, in point of fact, these are only catch-words : their real 
aim is to overthrow the present democratic system in Germany. 
In addition, the great majority of the German people know too well 
that modern war would spell universal destruction : even Luden- 
dorff, whom I may describe as an ultra-Racist, is now a pacifist. 

As regards the existence of democracy in Germany, the move- 
ment is certainly a danger. It is even more serious as a symptom 
—the symptom of the disintegration of the political system and 
social conditions in Germany. If the old bourgeois parties no 
longer have any driving force, it is because they have lost their 
right to exist. In fact the middle class has ceased to exist. We 
have between thirty-two and thirty-three million breadwinners 
in the country, 90 per cent. of whom earn less than £10 (200 marks) 
per month. Of the sixty-five million Germans, only 2} millions 
possess a fortune of more than £250 (5000 marks), and only 
seventy-nine thousand possess a fortune of more than £5000 
(100,000 marks), so that to all intents and purposes the middle 
class has disappeared, and Germany tends to become increasingly 
a country of unevenly distributed wealth. We all know that 
figures may be made to say anything; those I have just given, 
however, can easily be confirmed by anybody who will take the 
trouble to look into German life. This, then, is the real danger, 
and it is one which should be better realised both at home and 
abroad. In fallow lands weeds push apace, and National-Socialism 
is just such a weed as onemay expect from present social conditions 
in Germany. 
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Summarised record of Discussion. 
A MEMBER asked in what relation the Slahihelm stood to the Nazis. 


HERR VON DEWALL replied that they were not on good terms 
officially, and under the existing regulations members of the Stahlhelm 
might not be members of the National-Socialist Party, and vice versa ; 
in fact, however, many of the young members of the Stahlhelm were 
Nazis. 


A MEMBER asked what was the relation between the Nazis and 
Herr Hugenburg; if the National-Socialists were the strongest party 
outside the Social Democrats; and if there was likely to be any real 
danger to parliamentary government asa result of possible changes in 
representation at the next elections for the Prussian Diet. 


HERR VON DEWALL replied that Hugenburg and Hitler continued 
in the alliance which they formed at the time of the plebiscite on the 
Young Plan, an alliance which appeared to him very much like one 
between a lamb and a wolf. 

The National-Socialists had a more powerful organisation than the 
Social Democrats, and an astonishing enthusiasm, which would be 
better devoted to a worthier cause. 

The Prussian elections would take place in 1932, and this would be 
a very important year. If these elections led to the overthrow of the 
Braun régime, which had proved so successful in Prussia, it would 
affect the whole Reich. As long as there was real democracy in Prussia, 
Germany would be protected against any violent extremism. 


Mr. H. Wirson Harris asked whether Herr von Dewall shared the 
Chairman’s depressing estimate of the state of Europe, and whether he, 
too, thought war was imminent or likely to be initiated by Germany. 
Had the Nazis any special policy regarding treaty revision, and if so, 
how far were they prepared to press it? 


HERR VON DEWALL did not believe that war was imminent in 
Europe, though conditions in Europe had certainly become worse, 
primarily because the nations had become slack in their enthusiasm, 
confidence, and belief in the League of Nations. They were only 
concerned with their personal sorrows and the necessity of getting their 
daily bread; they were forgetting that peace was as important as their 
daily bread. Even if the Nazis came into office and Hitler became 
Reichskanzler, there would be no likelihood of an aggressive foreign 
policy. Since the elections had made Hitler leader of a powerful 
party, he had already modified his attitude, and was—if the audience 
would excuse him putting it plainly—eating out of the hand of Lord 
Rothermere and Gustave Hervé. The ideal of the Socialists was 
Mussolini, and Hitler would prove as peaceful as the Italian Dictator. 
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Treaty revision had an important place in the programme of the 
Hitlerites, but the programme played only a small part in the actual 
policy of the party. There was another question which was much more 
important for Germany—the question of disarmament. Germany was 
radically disarmed, and was surrounded by neighbours with huge 
armaments; she could not feel secure. The impatience of the German 
people at the delay over disarmament was growing considerably, and 
this, combined with the whole internal situation, compelled the German 
Government to press the matter more energetically at Geneva than had 
been done hitherto. 


THE RIGHT REVEREND THE LorRD BISHOP OF WINCHESTER said 
those who had heard Sir Austen Chamberlain’s Page Memorial Lecture 
would feel with the Chairman how grave the situation in Europe was. 
The fact that the movement for peace and disarmament had been 
arrested during the past year quite justified the Chairman’s use of the 
word “humiliation.” The nations of Europe pledged themselves to 
disarmament when they disarmed Germany, and the pledge had not 
been fulfilled. The lecturer had said that the Hitlerites were anti- 
parliamentarian; he would like to ask whether this would mean that 
if they came to power they would institute a régime practically identical 
with that of Mussolini in Italy? He had also mentioned that they were 
against the League of Nations and classified it in their programme 
among the so-called lies and delusions. This feeling was no doubt 
shared by many other groups in Germany. He had met German 
friends at an international conference in Switzerland during the summer, 
and had detected in their attitude what seemed a belief that Germany 
could never ultimately regain her rights except through another war. 
He hoped this was not the opinion entertained throughout large 
circles in Germany. 


HERR von DEWALL said that if the National-Socialists came to 
power without the help of a coalition, they would certainly imitate the 
Fascist régime of Italy and would establish a dictatorship. If, how- 
ever, they had to enter a coalition with other parties, they would have 
to tone down their programme, no doubt with the intention of climbing 
up again. The programme of the National-Socialists was furiously 
anti-League, but Mussolini also did not make complimentary speeches 
about it, and yet Signor Grandi and other Fascists went to Geneva, 
and Mussolini himself had put in an appearance at Locarno as soon as 
he understood it would be a success. It would be quite interesting to 
see Herr Hitler at Geneva. 

The last speaker was probably right in his feeling that many Germans 
believed that a revision of the Treaties and all that it implied could not 
be brought about by peaceful means, but that certainly did not mean 
they would go to war over it. Even Ludendorff, as he had said pre- 
viously, had become a pacifist, as could be seen from his articles pub- 
lished in his Volkswarte, which was sometimes a rather funny paper. 
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In these articles Ludendorff warned the German people against a future 
war, which he shows would mean complete destruction of the German 
wealth and of the German nation. The Germans knew, perhaps 
better than any others, that modern warfare would mean universal 
destruction. The German nation was thoroughly peaceful, in spite of 
the talk of the Steel-helmets and other militarists who would never 
learn. 


Mr. H. W. Nevinson asked whether any alliance was likely 
between the large party of Communists in Germany and the party of 
the Hitlerites. It was quite obvious that the programme of the 
Nazis coincided in many respects with that of the Bolsheviks, as, for 
example, the determination to destroy democracy and parliamentarian- 
ism and to abolish banks and interest. 


HERR VON DEWALL said an alliance of the two party organisations 
would be quite impossible, because the national instincts aroused by 
party agitation were much stronger than socialist ideas in the Hitler 
ranks. It was possible that a wing of the party, those who believed 
they were socialists in more than name, might enter into alliance with 
the Communists; this had, in fact, happened just before the elections, 
when a small group of men left Hitler to make common cause with the 
Communists. 


A MEMBER asked if it was possible for Herr Hitler to be Chancellor 
of the Reich if his party came into power, since he was an Austrian. 


HERR VON DEWALL said he did not want to create the impression 
that he believed the Nazis would come into power, because he did not 
think they would. If they did, however, it would be quite possible 
for Hitler to become Reichskanzler, in spite of the fact that he was an 
Austrian. The Peace Treaty would not allow Germany and Austria 
to come together, but they had done so much more than many people 
realised. There had been Austrians as German statesmen who had 
never become German citizens, as, for instance, Hilferding. 


Mr. E. W. D. TENNANT said that, from Herr von Dewall’s connec- 
tion with the Frankfurter Zeitung, it had been obvious that the address 
would be strongly anti-Hitler. He would suggest that it would be 
fair if the Institute would also invite a member of the Hitler party to 
give the other side. He himself had visited Germany sixty times since 
the Armistice, and had many German friends, most of whom he found 
were becoming pro-Hitler. He had had opportunities of sending 
press-cuttings to Herr Hitler, and he had received a message that Herr 
Hitler regretted that almost the only politicians who went abroad and 
tried to get into touch with other European politicians were those of 
the Labour party. Herr Hitler had indicated that he would welcome 
an opportunity of getting into touch with leading British statesmen, 

C2 
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so that he might personally explain and reassure them as to his policy. 
Herr von Dewall had quoted the twenty-five points of the programme 
drawn up ten years before; since then Hitler’s whole outlook had 
changed enormously. For the next ten years he would be so occupied 
in putting Germany right he would give no cause for alarm by doing 
anything outside his own country. 


HERR VON DEWALL said he thought it would be a very good plan 
if Herr Hitler were invited to speak at the Institute. 


LIEUT.-COMMANDER WILLIAMS asked whether the South Tyrol 
question would not form a barrier between Hitler and Italy. 


HERR VON DEWALL said the South Tyrol had ceased to exist as a 
question at issue between the German and Italian Fascists. The 
German Fascists had sacrificed the 250,000 Tyrolese for the sake of 
their friendship with the Italian Fascists. This, of course, gave the 
other parties in Germany the opportunity of pointing out that they 
were not as patriotic as they wished to appear. 


Mr. ISRAEL COHEN drew attention to the anti-Semitic campaign 
of the National-Socialists. Their programme could be classified under 
three main headings—political, economic and racial. Since it was 
unlikely they could carry out these first two proposals during the 
next few years, they had been concentrating on the racial programme— 
a programme which aimed at inspiring the German people against a 
section of the community as loyal as any, which had made the same 
sacrifices during the War and had provided statesmen such as Rathenau 
who had rendered considerable services to Germany. 

Reference had been made to the possible sources from which 
money was obtained by the National-Socialists, but the lecturer had 
not explained why the rumour arose that it was from Henry Ford. It 
had been due to Ford’s connection with The Dearborn Independent, the 
most vitriolic of anti-Semitic newspapers, and the articles which 
appeared in this paper slandering the Jews had been reproduced in 
certain German newspapers. When Henry Ford had been made to 
understand he had been misled, he had publicly expressed his regrets 
and severed his connection with the paper. 

The Nazis had not confined themselves to persecuting the Jews 
while living, but had also violated Jewish cemeteries; since 1923 there 
had been ninety-six cemeteries violated in the most ghoulish fashion. 
The local authorities had tried from time to time to put a stop to the 
abuse, but without any success. Recently at Trebnitz thirty-six 
tombstones had been broken and mutilated and painted with the 
swastica symbol of the Nazis. 
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